surrounded by an attractive array of fields, ancient woodlands and pathways offering
far-reaching views. It covers an area of just under one square mile and sits between
East Grinstead and Forest Row, both being about one mile away. There is a plethora of
countryside walking routes which take you through some of England’s finest
landscapes with rolling hills, irregular fields and sunken lanes.

The Forest Way, a former railway line, runs to the west side of the village from East Grinstead, through
Forest Row, Hartfield and linking to Groombridge. It is a shared-use path for walkers, cyclists and horse
riders, and has become a natural habitat for wildlife. There are seats and picnic benches along the route.

The new footpath through John Pears Recreation Ground now emerges opposite the twitten which leads to the
Forest Way and also Brambletye ruins. It also provides safer pedestrian access along Wall Hill Road, to and
from Forest Row.

The Wal ks Ar o u rbabkletAis availabls from o \ldge Council’s
office and also from The News Store. It contains a collection of walking routes of
different distances and levels of effort to suit families and individuals.

@ Walking is a great way to exercise, as well as allowing you to explore our wonderful
countryside. Why not end your walk with a coffee and cake from The News Store, or pop in
to The Maypole Inn or Three Crowns for a drink and snack.

WALKERS GUIDE
Remember to:
I Take a map with you
9 Wear sensible footwear
9 Check the weather —
waterproofs, hat or sun
cream may be needed
9§l Take a bottle of water
1 When walking along
roads with no
pavement, keep close
to the edge/on grass
verges where possible
Do not drop litter, take

KEY:
it home with you
—-Parish boundary
1 DOGS:
—Public Rights of Way * Dogs are the owners
. W responsibility
—— rorest Way 1 Keep on leads through
A farmland especially,
where there may be
\ livestock grazing
Wal ks Around Ashurst Wood booklet costs £1; ave
Ashstock will be back onSaturday 8" July 2017. Make sure the date is in your diary! The
: ETu Funkee Junkees are headlining in the evening. Youth bands and performers will take to the stage
: during the daytime and early evening and your compére will be Terry from Euphoria
. Entertainments. There wil.l be mo . g an (
 BEER & MUSIC FESTIVAL :

: as well as a selection of food vendors including the popular Allan Mg
: Meats BBQ; and with The Maypole Inn providing a selection of beers and ciders. If you want to . TF
stall holderds pitch (A10) or an advert in
- or performer get in touch with the Council office on 823770 or entégkk @ashurstwoogrc.gov.uk

Ashurst Wood Village Council: Clerk, Caroline Leet; Assistant Clerk, Rebecca Roberts;
Handyman, Ceri Evans; and Pavilion Cleaner, Sue Pollard.

Council Office, 20-22 Maypole Road,
Ashurst Wood RH19 3QN
www.ashurstwood-vc.gov.uk Telephone: 01342 823770

Village Council Office is usually open Monday to Thursday
9.00 am-12.30 pm Tel: 01342 823770
clerk(@ashurstwood-vc .gov.uk
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS, 7.008.30 PM
Starting 1st March
John Pears Pavilion
Come along and check it out.

There will be all of the usual favourite activities i table
tennis, pool table, musici and a programme of weekly
activities such as smoothie bikes, DJ taster evening and a
Mexican themed evening with Pinata.

ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING Tuesday 25th.

Registration from 7.00 pm; presentations start promptly at 7.30 pm
at the Village Centre

Presentations include:

1 A report from the Village Council and the financial year 2016/17

1 Mark Slawinski, from East Grinstead Museum on the Story of the Guing

1 Philip Glyn, speaking about the Wildlife conservation work at Cherry GE&
and Berry Wood

1 Richard Speller, Area Manager Highwayagséix), West Sussex County Council Highways

After the presentations, there will be light refrestdveentsance to speak with your councillors.

%
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COUNCI L NEWS and ignformation

PRECEPT AND COUNCIL TAX 2017/18 SRS aS

- | meet | | SR
At the Village Council meetinghdieltuary, the Council agreed its budget and Precept for 2( i‘f‘:@%%&;&\
Precept is the portion of our Council Tax that funds the work undertaken by the Village Counc ::“3"40° y@%%g\s
the community. Last year, the Council was able to freeze the Precept, but for 2017/18 it wi }}%@f‘
increase it from £63,000 to £64,575. Because of changes to the tax base (the way that the pr SRR

between households), this will result in a 1.5% increase for residents; or, in other words, £1.2¢
per month) for a Band D property. The draft
December meeting and published on the website for comments.

The Council has tried to keep the increase to a minimum. Sussex Police are expected to increase their pibpaxioVegtthe Ci
Sussex County Council is expected to make an increase of 3.95% and Mid Sussex District Council 1.99%. khés\dllaggs the ¢
Council to maintain the services it provides and to continue to work for residents in a cost effective widghl€he bistgenisheva
Counci |wvws.asweshvsacdoe uk

budget anjd p

GRANTSThe Counci l recently awar|ded

support of the end of life care that its community nurses providq for pat
who wish to be c¢ar egahtspolicy andapplidgtmome .
}‘%ntﬁree available on the website or from the office.

Committee meetings

Finance and Administration Committeet on 22 Novembe
2016 and ¥7January 2017. The November meeting consid
budget and precept for 2017/18, before making its recomme

the December full Council meeting. There were lengthily di@%aéggrEOR FORTHCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS:
about the staffing overtime budget. It is never an easy task tpPwgigN|Ud ¢ Ser v

ces Committee

I

maintaining services and prioritising projects for improving facijtigssnd ay 2 1 st February, 7. 45
the village. It was acknowledged that the profile and the wg/j of fheg g e Counci | Meeting
Council has increased and with this comes added expectatipnp.el&eqd 3 y 7th March & 4th Apr
Committee felt that it was possible to keep the Precept incrpage402n i n g Committee
minimum (see report on Precept 2017/18). Tuesda 7t h March .30 pm
At the Committeeos J3-”Ua-rY(ngrentiinalgl\fleetiitngsr anbeh’V\é‘?gw'hEns né e
expenditure for the current financial year 2016/17 and the greylicted bef ore ot her Council meetings)
yearend; there were no unexpected issues and it concludedrtiatnth@ nce and Admi ni strati on
carry forward balance would be within the recommended glidelees.d ay 21 st Mar c h, 7.45 pn
The Committee also received a report on the feasibility of aA mtarneta | Meeting of the Villa
Café. Research found that there was not a need in the viliog ens,d ay 2nd May, 7. 45 pm
therefore, that the-sptand funding of a workstation based internet )
access point had no cost benefit for residents. The conceplgﬁoag L i rEe mrel \t‘vf 'S g ﬁg . : '? ié . gna ypolk
become dated with the advancesFinadéess. However, providilge ndas are on display three clear da
WiFi access may be possible and this is being considered f@rthem es | 6s notice bowwwsasmuarsnvgeodwd uke
well as providing a tescteen information point to view planning . ..
applications and other documents. The full Council agrefiNapigal Vil I aggt MeAping, 7.0
February meeting to explore the provision of gtibbccdss )
further. It was also noted that East Grinstead library offered‘computer Youwr UCouncillors
facilities with IT support. happy to hear your views. On

mont h f rdddm 30. n, Councill ors
The Public Services Committeet on M3December 2016. Tehe Counci |l 6s meeting room fo
Winter Management arrangements for the key routes fof uritihg Counci |l meeting will f ol

through the village had been confirmed with West Susse2 C&intywe |l come to stay and obse
Council, and the salt grit bins had been replenished. Th€ Pvire sent ati ons can be made d
Memorials Trust had confirmed that the Council is eligible tPnfakeia®@ d set aside at the beginr
application for a grant towards the restoration of the War I\Qe Ef'ﬁl’ COUNCI LLORS:

and work on this continues. Funding sources for a Communi ces 3 :

Defibrillator will be investigated. The Committee also agree R/tg %a?k%f It g \rﬁv? od I8 I2 I4e;%e7 Covune m

some minor changes to zig zag posts at the new footpath (;jpéwgsi% ret Busselgl23253

Wall Hill Road and to add a sign for pedestrians. It was recegtly Ro Forbes 822769

Wray Close was the only road in the village that did not kayezanyy e Judge 07818080666

trees; and following recent correspondence with Affinity Sutipaifh@th Li ndsay 824831

been agreed that the Council could plant a {gnoveilogvtrees ttbavi d Loveday 824658

be sited at locations to be agreed. Brian Phillips 824154

Going forward, the Committee will be reviewing the facilited @ doit han Samwag®22226

Pears Recreation Ground and considering the possibility of ifdreductng Wai | e s 07976532183

some adult gym equipment, extending the basketball area af@makéengna i | : ¢ | e rvkc@agsohvu. ruskt wo o d

i mprovements tgound.he chil dreMbpdsSpsagx DistfroctAChumst | Woa
Cllr John Belsey email: bel se)

Minutes from all Council and Committee meetings are availaW€chthe Sussex County Councillor

Councildés website (Council E&StpaGleishitg&ahthaSoudhg & Ay est

copies can also be requestefUhfephbyc¥arent: ol getijienrs o1
WWw. westsussex.gov. uk

M a Planning Inspector. There have already been a number of public hearing sessions, with more scheduled later
MID SUSSEX this month and in early March. MSDC’s proposed housing targets are being challenged by devel(;pers, and the
DISTRICT COUNCIL Inspector will issue his preliminary findings on the numbers needed across the District on the 24" February. All
the documents can be seen on the District Plan Examination page of MSDC’s website www.midsussex.gov.uk.

The Community Forum
The Forum met on 26" January to discuss local concerns, highways safety and police issues. The forum has strong links to the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village and the local PCSOs, who attend the meetings. It was reported that the Village
Council has agreed to purchase three new Neighbourhood Watch signs and these will be appearing in the village soon. The PCSO
reported that the village remains a low crime area with small-scale theft, notably from vehicles and garden sheds - he issued a
reminder for people to keep vehicles and garden sheds locked. By remaining vigilant, we can help to keep this rate low. Should
you see suspicious behaviour or have concerns that a crime may have been committed, contact the Police using telephone number
101; alternatively contact Sussex Police via their web-site at www.sussex.police.uk/contact-us.
999 (or 112) should be used if a crime is being committed or if you feel that you are under a threat of harm.
Crimestoppers is an independent crime-fighting charity and which can be contacted through its web-site www.crimestoppers-
uk.org or by calling 0800 555 111 where you can report an issue anonymously.

The Forum’s next meeting is on Thursday 27th April, at the new time of 7.00 pm at the Village Council’s meeting room.
Everyone is welcome to attend the meeting and raise any issues of concerns.

or come along to the next Community Forum meeting. Some important information, especially about cur
passed on; recently one of these messages was in time to save one individual from getting caught out. :

Volunteers needed for the Annual Litter Pick
The Council would like to see this event continue
but without the support of local residents and a £
volunteer to co-ordinate the event, it is at risk of =
not happening this year. If you are interested and

can help to run this event, please contact the Clerk on 823770.

Civic Amenity Refuse Collection Sunday
April, 10.00am until 12noatthe Village Cenfiif
Remember this is for household waste whileal
usually disposed of during your weekly collec
no trade or builders waste will be allowed.

Dog Messlit would seem that whilst most dog
J & District owners are responsible and clear up after their dc
3 mess, there are a few who think it is acceptable 1
age UK OUTINGS = allow their dog to foul on the pavement and jus
BAGIT  leave it for others to step in. This is a particula
March: Monday to Friday 6th—10th; Bournemouth Holiday BIN IT problem in School Lane, close to the Primar
with excursions, £370 SchoolPLEASE PICK UP YOUR DOG kttlbS
April: Monday 10th; Houses of Parliament, includes a private either take it home with you or put in one of the 10 dog Hins loc
guided tour, £40 around the village: Cansiron Lane/Hammerwood Road; Pirty L
May: Monday 22" Runnymede to Windsor by boat followed || School Lane; Hectors Lane; Ivy Dene Lane; John Pears |Recre:

by free time in Windsor, £40 .|| Ground (2); Maypole Road; the Recreation Ground (3).
June: Wednesday 28th; A day out on the Wey & Arun boat trip

with cream tea £35

July: Monday to Friday 10th — 14th; Sinah Warren Holidays,
Hayling Island, £365

August: Tuesday 8th; Day trip to Eastbourne, £19
September: Monday 18th; Buckingham Palace State Rooms
and Mews, £40

-, wacnems EVENTS & &

Can you spare a few hours each month?
The Community Café is looking for cooks to help at the Café
on Tuesdays; and the Village Council needs drivers for the
Shopping Bus on Friday mornings. If you can help, then please
contact the Council office on 823770.

All holidays and day trips include coach travel. Home pick-up ASHURST WOOD COMMUNITY TENNIS CLUB
arrangements can be made for people who have disabilities. To Discounted subs for 2017/18 membership, befivlayl
book a place on any of the above phone: 01342 327046 or The Tennis Clubbés annual me mb
email: community@ageukeastgrinstead.org.uk. advantage of early membership discounts: Adult £35 (full|subs

Family £80 (£100); junior&6lyears £20 (£25) and 10 yearns and
O g& Brambletye School has kindly invited senior under £10. Contact Karen on 824831 or |[email
ﬁig g W

| citizens to a dress rehearsal of ‘Guys and | ashurstwoodtennis@yahog.epup in to the Council office.
Dolls’ the American musical, on Tuesday 14"

1 ° March, 2.15 pm. Tea and transport is provided. 5

D@ l&&f‘ To book, conrzact Richard Googerson gn 311473 Y[\\jlllzléA\R-ll\—A RT?ON? Gol Co you or does anyone
or email: richardclymagooderson@gmail.com N i office h know have sight proble

John Pears Pavilion is available for private hire. Set in the -lo—f IeeaCﬂc()eLth gbguicgisa%si‘li? i_iren_stede_ Talking . I\_IeWS

surrounds of the John Pears Recreation Ground, the Pavilion is th to ke§p| saftle, QST ofe el CCervICe  providing

available for children’s birthday parties, meetings or small gnélchedanyou?ggf' e|:\>/ g\r,]és version  of local news.

groups. For details visit the Council’s website or call 823770. People flyers also availablezisteizes
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