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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST WOOD VILLAGE COUNCIL held on 
Tuesday 1st March 2022, 7.00 pm at the Council’s Meeting Room 

  
PRESENT:  Cllrs Forbes (Chair), Draper, Haite, Lee, Loveday, Owen, Phillips, Spoor and Tyrrell  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Rebecca Roberts (Clerk), Samantha Booker (Assistant Clerk), County Councillor 
Russell and District Councillor Belsey and MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: none 
 
ABSENT: None 
 

1. a. County and District Councillors’ Reports 
County Cllr Russell reminded members that to proceed with traffic lights on the A22, the Council 
would need to submit a Community Highway Scheme request, this is also true for any request for 
a 20mph limit for the Village.  Cllr Russell confirmed that there is accident data to support a traffic 
light scheme.  

  
The disposal of the waste from the Platinum Jubilee Party has been arranged and the Village 
Council has agreed that the waste will be deposited at the Imberhorne site on 3

rd
 June. 

 
London Road will be closed overnight from 7

th
 – 17

th
 March for re-surfacing.  Closure will be from 

8pm to 6am. 
 
West Sussex County Council – the budget was agreed 28

th
 February and the precept is set at 

2.99% with 1% ring-fenced for Social Care.  Children’s services are to get an additional 
£8.5million and Highways £41.4 million and of that, £21million is to be spent on highway 
maintenance. 
 
Cllr Belsey reported that the Budget Council will meet tomorrow, 2

nd
 March, but it is expected 

that there will be an increase of £4.95 – the equivalent of a 2.8% increase for Band D. 
 
The grants deadline for the Jubilee has been extended and applications will be considered on 
11

th
 April. 

 
The Deputy Leader Vacancy for MSDC will be filled on 2

nd
 March and is likely to be filled by Cllr 

Belsey – he will keep his current portfolio and take on the Deputy Leaders Portfolio as well.  
 
Cllr Belsey also reported that there will be a meeting with South East Water regarding the recent 
water supply disruption – they will discuss what went wrong and how to improve the response in 
the future.  Cllr Belsey said that South East Water was part of the Sussex Resilience Forum, but 
that perhaps the forum is too forward looking and does not focus enough on the here and now. 
 
Finally, Cllr Belsey reported that along with St. Dunstan’s and the Village Council, he is 
organising a village litter pick on 12

th
 March, meeting at the Church at 10.00am. 

 
b. Public Questions – None 

 

2. Apologies for absence - None 
 

3. To receive Declaration of Interests from Members in respect of any matter on the Agenda 
Cllrs Loveday and Tyrrell declared a personal interest in item 7c as Cllr Loveday’s wife is the 
Youth Leader and his son is the Treasurer and Cllr Tyrrell is the club Chair.  
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4. Chairman’s Announcements – Cllr Forbes thanked those who helped with the distribution of the 
water bottles during the water supply failure. 
 

5. To confirm the Minutes of the meeting of the Village Council held on 1
st

 February 2022– the 
minutes were approved and were signed by the Chair as a true and correct account of the 
meeting. 
 

6. Clerk’s Report – the Clerk’s report was received and noted.  Cllr Russell said that she would 
chase Richard Speller regarding the Wall Hill Footpath. 
 

7. To receive the minutes of Committees and reports from working groups and to consider 
any matters arising:                                                        

a. Planning Committee – the minutes were received and noted from 1
st
 February 2022 

b. Finance & Administration Committee – no meetings 
c. Youth Club – Cllr Tyrrell reported that the Youth Club had half term last week.  Cllr 

Loveday said that the Youth Club had been quite busy, but that the new attendees did not 
like doing crafts, so some new activities are needed. 

 

8. Finance 
a. Accounts to pay  

The accounts payable from 1
st
 to 28

th
 February 2022 totalling £6,432.80 were ratified 

and approved by the Council.  It was noted that the figure included staff back pay and 
the invoice from MSDC for dog waste collection.   

b. To receive the RBS income and expenditure report up to 28
th
 February 2022 – the report 

was received and noted.   
c. To receive the bank reconciliations for January 2022 – the reconciliations were received 

and noted 
d. To ratify the expenditure of £155.99 for the Queen’s Green Canopy Plaque (& stakes – 

A4 size plaque, ordered from the Royal British Legion Industries) – Resolved; members 
approved the expenditure 
 

9. To confirm the change of date for the Annual Village Meeting to Thursday, 12
th
 May 2022 –

Resolved - Members agreed to the date.  
 

10. To consider adopting the Local Government Association Model Code of Conduct – Cllr Forbes 
reported that both MSDC and West Sussex County Council have already adopted this Code of 
Conduct and that for consistency, it seems sensible for Local Councils to adopt the same version 
– Resolved; members agreed to adopt the Local Government Association Model Code of 
Conduct. 
 

11. To approve the Equal Opportunities Policy – Resolved; members approved the Policy 
 
 
 

12. To consider Grant Applications - None 
 

13. Public Services 
a. To receive an update on the Film Club – there hasn’t been any progress with the Film 

Club to date and it was proposed to ask if there would be any volunteers happy to 
organise it at the Annual Village Meeting.  If no one comes forwards, it will be put on the 
back-burner. 
 

b. To receive an update on levelling the ground in front of the Street Snooker Wall at John 
Pears – the Council has now received 3 quotations.  Members agreed to wait until the 
location for the gym equipment has been finalised before appointing a contractor and 
commencing the work.  
 

c. To receive an update on proposed outdoor gym equipment at John Pears – Cllr Forbes, 
Cllr Phillips and the Clerk have now met with two companies; Proludic and The Great 



 

Page 3 of 3 
1

st
 March 2022 Village Council Meeting  

Outdoor Gym Company at John Pears.  We have received one quote and have a further 
meeting with Proludic on 9

th
 March via Zoom.  MSDC have confirmed they are happy for 

us to install the equipment, but we will have to sign a licence agreement as a formality.   
 

d. To receive an update on the boundary hedge at John Pears – there has been no further 
update, but the Clerk is meeting with MSDC next week and will raise the matter again as 
planting time is now running out. 
 

e. To receive an update on the Queen’s Green Canopy Project – the Oak tree has arrived, 
as well as the plaque.  The tree needs planting as soon as possible and it was agreed to 
do this on Saturday, 5

th
 March at 10.00am 

 
f. To receive an update on road safety measures; traffic lights on the A22 (Lewes Road and 

junction with Hammerwood Road) and a 20mph speed limit through the village – Cllr 
Russell will establish what is required to demonstrate ‘Community Support’ for the 
Community Highways Scheme application for traffic lights and the 20mph area – the 
scheme does go to a public consultation and Cllr Russell confirmed that the projects have 
her support as our County Councillor. 
 

g. To receive an update on obtaining electronic bus information boards for some bus stops 
in the village – the Clerk obtained prices for these, (which were sent to Councillors for 
their information) and they are extremely expensive, with on-going costs.  Cllr Phillips 
said that residents can download live bus information to their mobile phones.  It maybe 
that in the future, the Council could look at using S106 sustainable transport funding, if we 
get allocated any. 

 
14. Events – to receive reports and updates about the following event: 

a. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Thursday, 2
nd

 June 2022 – The Clerk will ask The Mad Hatters 
Tea Party to liaise with High Gain Events about their requirements for the stage.  Cllr 
Draper confirmed again that the Community Café is very happy to supply teas and cakes.  
The next Events meeting will be held on 7

th
 March at 6pm.  

 

15. Consultations - None 
 

16. To receive reports from Councillors who have attended outside bodies – Cllr Draper and 
Tyrrell attended a Finance seminar over Zoom.  They found it very ‘dry’. 

 

17. Items of correspondence - Previously circulated. 
 

18. Items for reporting or inclusion on future agenda: None 
 

19. Date of next meeting  - 5
th 

 April  2022   
 
 

       Meeting closed:  8.14pm  
 
 
 
       Chairman..............................................  Date................................ 


