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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST WOOD VILLAGE COUNCIL held on 
Tuesday 4th October 2022, 7.00 pm at the Council’s Meeting Room 

  
PRESENT:  Cllrs Forbes (Chair), Haite, Lee, Phillips & Tyrrell  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Rebecca Roberts (Clerk), Samantha Booker (Assistant Clerk), County Councillor 
Russell and MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1 
 
ABSENT: Cllrs Draper, Loveday, Owen & Spoor  
 

1. a. County and District Councillors’ Reports 
County Cllr Russell reported the following: 
Forge Twitten – There is a job in the system following the inspection but no date as yet for significant works 
to be carried out I suspect in next year’s programme. 
Phoenix Lane – A Job has been raised & committed to refurbish the ‘No Entry’ markings.  The job has been 
added to the lining contractor’s next batch of works. 
Remembrance Sunday – I am planning to lay a wreath at the memorial on behalf of West Sussex County 
Council (WSCC). 
Forthcoming Roadworks; 
SGN – Latest Plan is 

 

 Lewes Road, EG (heading towards East Sussex border, away from EG Town Centre) – Phase 2 
22/10/2022 to 20/02/2023, with works starting at Beeching Way roundabout to coincide with the 
School Half Term Holiday.  
 

 High Street, EG  - was originally next phase prior to Moat Road emergency but now scheduled for 
03/01/2023 to 20/02/2023 

 
Swish Fibre to carry out overnight works between 5

th
 and 7

th
 October on the Lewes Road.  Roads to be clear 

of traffic management by 06.00am. 
West Sussex County Council 17

th
 to 20

th
 October on the Lewes Road outside 16 Tanyard Avenue to deal 

with Ash Die Back which requires specialist ADB equipment 
The resurfacing works for Brooklands Way roundabout will start on 18

th
 November overnight 20.00 to 08.00.   

South East Water 31
st
 October to 4

th
 November, West Street at the junction of Queensway to install a new 

main connection for flats 69a and 69b. Two way traffic management will be in situ. 
South East Water also have forward planned works on notice to return to Queens Road between January and 
June of next year to carry out mains upgrade works.  I have already flagged this up to both the parking team 
and highways manager at West Sussex and also the relevant Mid Sussex councillors and Cabinet Member as 
there is going to be a temporary loss of parking spaces in the zone so we need a plan to mitigate that 
temporary loss. 
 
County Council 
Cost of Living Crisis – communication to be sent out from the Council to wider stakeholders stating our 
position which is basically 

 WSCC has no additional resources to address this issue and is anticipating additional cost and 
demand pressures as a result of the situation. 

 WSCC are focussing on working with Districts and Boroughs and partners in the voluntary sector to 
coordinate resources we have to help those most in need. 

 The government recently announced £4.8m as the third phase of Household Support Fund providing 
support between October 2022 and March 2023 

 This will enable the council to continue to provide 
o £15 per week vouchers for children eligible for free school meals in the holidays 
o Delegate some funding for distribution by Districts and Boroughs 
o Offer direct support through applications via the Community Hub 
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o Support others through Citizens Advice Bureaux, Food and Fuel Banks and other 
organisations. 

 The Council continues to promote other government initiatives to support lower income households 
including the Holiday Activity Fund and Warmer Homes Fund. 
 

 Children’s Services 

 Challenging times for Children’s Services at present as the inquests into the tragic events concerning 
young people in the County throughout 2020/2021 which are now being heard through a series of 
inquests to determine cause of death and agency responsibility.  The most recent inquest WSCC were 
named as an interested party along with all other agencies including Sussex Police who have been 
given a prevention of death order and the coroner wishes to await our full inspection results in the 
early part of next year to determine whether or not to place such an order on WSCC. 

 Inadequate rating on Teasel Close – a specific safeguarding incident caused the home to lose its 
status of outstanding and be rated inadequate.   Significant improvements have now been made and 
we await re-inspection end November. 2022.  Since 2009 Teasel Close has received no fewer than 12 
outstanding ratings with the remainder either Good or sustained/improved effectiveness and this latest 
issue illustrates how fragile this sector is with respect to compatibilities within the homes, the 
responses by the management team and the regulations 

 Sixth and final monitoring visit for Children’s Services at WSCC – discussions embargoed until report 
published 26

th
 October. 

 Recruitment and Retention Significant challenges in recruitment and retention which are nationwide 
although we are onboarding 36 highly experienced social workers from overseas in the early new year 
and we also nurture our own with this year’s newly qualified cohort having started in September 
numbering 30. 

 Placement Sufficiency experiencing severe challenges with respect to provision of regulated 
placements which is again a nationwide issue.  
  

 Budget – now working through our budget for 23/24 more details later in the financial year. 

 
Cllr Belsey sent his apologies as he was at Party Conference 
 
b. Public Questions – None 

 
2. Apologies for absence – Cllrs Draper, Loveday, Owen & Spoor; apologies were received and 

resolved; the reasons were accepted 
 

3. To receive Declaration of Interests from Members in respect of any matter on the Agenda 
Cllrs Haite, Forbes & Tyrrell declared a personal interest in item 10 as members of the Ashurst Wood 
Historians 
 

4. Chairman’s Announcements – None 
 

5. To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Village Council held on 6
th

 September 2022 – the 
minutes were approved and were signed by the Chair as a true and accurate account of the 
meetings. 
 

6. Clerk’s Report – the Clerk’s report was received and noted.  Cllr Phillips reported that he had 
contacted the co-owner of the land about possible allotments as agreed at the last meeting.  Probate 
is still on-going and so Cllr Phillips advised that there would be no expenditure on allotments in this 
financial year.  There will hopefully be an update nearer the end of December this year.  Cllr Forbes 
mentioned that the Council is working towards erecting a sign up near the gym equipment, detailing 
who to report problems with; residents use equipment at their own risk etc.  

 
7. To receive the minutes of Committees and reports from working groups and to consider any 

matters arising:                                                        
a. Planning Committee – the minutes were received and noted from 6

th 
September 2022 

b. Finance & Administration Committee – a meeting is due to be held on 18
th
 October 2022 

c. Youth Club – Cllr Forbes reported that there had been problems reopening the Youth Club 
following the summer break due to staffing issues.  The Council is delighted to announce that 
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we have a new Assistant Youth Leader and that the Youth Club will now reopen on 12
th
 

October.  Cllr Lee has also suggested that the Risk Assessment should be reviewed.  
d. Highways Working Group 

i. To agree the Highways Working Groups Terms of Reference; Resolved – members 
agreed to the terms of reference 

ii. To receive an update for dealing with overgrown hedges encroaching onto the 
Highway – two letters and a leaflet have been produced and sent to West Sussex 
Highways for their comments.  Highways are happy with the letters and the leaflet, but 
there is a question over whether or not the Village Council can include the West 
Sussex Logo on the leaflet. 

iii. To consider applying to West Sussex Highways for a Traffic Regulation Order for a 
20mph zone in the Village; Resolved - members agreed to apply 

iv. To consider applying to West Sussex Highways for a flashing 30mph/slow down sign 
for vehicles approaching the village from Forest Row on the A22 near the Park Lane 
junction – Cllr Russell mentioned that those types of signs cost in the region of 
£10,000, although she would support any application made by the Village Council.  
She also reported that the County Council were currently reviewing speed zones, 
although there is no date yet for public consultation.  Members agreed to look at the 
flashing sign at a future date. 
 

7.41pm – a member of the public arrived 
 

8. To review the operation for the Mourning Protocol following the death of Her Late Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II – it was reported that 32 people signed the book of condolence and that the Council would 
consider whether or not to hold another book in the future.  It was also agreed to make the Council’s 
Mourning Protocol a more general document.  It was noted that the flag pole had been borrowed, but 
that the Trustees were looking at putting one on the tower of the Village Centre.   

 
9. Finance 

a. Accounts to pay  
The accounts payable from 1

st
 to 30

th
 September 2022 totalling £4,668.67 were ratified and 

approved by the Council.     
b. To receive the RBS income and expenditure report up to 30

th
 September 2022 – the report 

was received and noted.  Cllr Phillips stated that despite two previous increases to the office 
costs budget, this may need to be increased again due to the continual rise of electricity costs.  
Cllr Phillips will investigate the office heating system for the most economical way of keeping 
the office warm over the winter months and report back. 
 
The feed-in tariff income from the solar panels will be short by approximately £700 as the fuse 
box had been tripped and this had gone unnoticed for several weeks.  The Village Centre 
caretaker will kindly make sure the display is on every week and report to the office if the 
screen is blank.   
 
Cllr Phillips reported that we have received a revised quote for the levelling of the Multi Use 
Games Wall (MUGA) which will affect the Community Equipment Budget. 
 
Street Lighting costs will also increase due to increasing energy prices – this will be looked at 
in the next Finance & Administration meeting. 
 
Wall Hill Bends/Road Safety – Richard Speller recommended a company called WSP to Cllr 
Phillips.  Cllr Phillips has now spoken to them and a date will be arranged for them to meet on 
site to discuss the project and costing of a plan.  The £6000 will therefore remain in the 
reserves. 
 
Cllr Phillips reported that if the Council use all of its current reserves, it would still be at 39% of 
the precept, which is within recommended guidelines. 

c. To receive the bank reconciliations for September 2022 – the reconciliations were received 
and noted 

d. To ratify the expenditure of £141.95 for 2 boxes of dog waste bags for the dispensers; 
resolved; members approved the expenditure 
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e. To approve the revised quote of £6,299 for the levelling of the MUGA Wall; resolved – 
members agreed to the revised quotation and decided to allow the budget to be increased by 
£500 for contingencies  
 

10. To consider Grant Applications  
a. To consider a grant request from the Ashurst Wood Historians for the purchase of a storage 

unit for their archives – the total cost of the unit is £198 and they are requesting £99; resolved 
– members agreed to award a grant of £100. 

 
11. To review the recycling unit adjacent to the Council Office – members agreed that the unit is still being 

well used and the recycling is collected on a regular basis.  It was also confirmed that the Trustees 
also have no objection to it staying – resolved –members agreed that the unit could remain on site for 
the foreseeable future.     

 
12. Events  

a. Remembrance Sunday – 13
th
 November 2022 – Cllrs Forbes and Phillips both reported that 

they would be unable to attend.   
b. Christmas Market – 25

th
 November 2022 – there have been 3 stall holder applications 

returned to the office so far. 
 

 
13. Consultations - None 

 
14. To receive reports from Councillors who have attended outside bodies – Cllr Forbes had 

attended the Village Hall Trustees meeting.  She also attended the MSALC AGM, but the attendance 
was low.  There is a push for Parish Councils to have a workable Resilience Plan and also to 
encourage Village Halls to open as a warm hub.  There are elections next year and WASLC will be 
running zoom sessions to try to encourage new Councillors.  This will be rolled out in January and 
residents should be encouraged to participate.  NALC are also promoting a new Civility & Respect 
Policy, which is on the NALC website – this is also being promoted by the SLCC.  

 
15. Items of correspondence - Previously circulated. 

 
16. Items for reporting or inclusion on future agenda: Updating the DBS/Safeguarding policy 

 
17. Date of next meeting – 1

st
 November 2022   

 
 
       Meeting closed:  8.25pm  
 
 
 
       Chairman..............................................  Date................................ 


